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!. Executive Summa .ry. _

~- a... Project.Title: ¯Reduction Of Synthetic Pes.ticides and Fertilizers in Five California
Countles~--Thg. BIOS/LFH Stra~tegy.

Appllca~nt Hame: Community Alliance with Family Farmers ’ ¯ . .- . "

b,,,0,ProJect.Descdption~and Priman/ Biol0gicaliEco..!.ogical Objectives...

Chemical-b~ed agri~lture has beenjustiflabiy citedas outof the pr" ~tma~y contributomto the decline--of
aquatic species and habitats in California. As the state!s.leading organization advocating for Sustainable "
agriculture,, the CommunityAlliance with¯Family F~rmers (CAFF) seeks to eliminate tlie need for these .
chemicals, particularly 0rganophosphates~ by promoting an agriculture .that worksin harm0ng with natural
processes and encourages ~e creation.of habitat~ifor a rich di.versi~ ofspedes.

.. .CAFF Operates two pr0g .rams in.five icounties in’flie San-Joaquin and.Sacramento Riverwate~Sheds that
¯ : direcdymofiyate far~ers to rd~lu~A.theirtue0fiYn.th¢ti� Chemical. andadopt biological farming practices. Yh~

Biologically Integrated.OrChard Systems (BIOS) p~ogiam providestechnicalinformafiori to farmers int.e’~ested in
dramati~ally redudng or eliminating pesticide use.. At the same time, ourLighthouse Farm. Network.
¯ provides~ forum for farmerslto shase experiences’ soth~ can confidently prodeed in the ~limination. of toxic
chemi~.als. It.is time to widen our sphere ofinfluence to include many more farmers. We ask CALFED tofund
tlie continued expansion of our technical assistance programs, BIOS and LFN; in our five target counties.

¯ e
�. Approach, Tasks,and Schedules " .

...C~:F will ~nrimae ~ ~0]laboratige, vce~ involvement approach that has~beeti successful fOiBIOS arid
LFN since their inception in1993. The inks ~uflined in this propos£, howe~er,.will emphasize a,conversion-
fochs in both programs. Wg~re pi~ipamd.io mov~ out of the demonstration and techni.quedevelopmenr phase
and into a phase of facilitating a widespread conversion it~ biological f~ming strategies..Directly linking BIOS
and LFN through the five ta~. ks outlined in our proposal Will involve intensive use of media. to reach, the broadest
¯ number 0f farmers .... and agriculture professionals, in our target, counties ~nd in the.lager, agiicultural. ¢ommuni.     .t~.
We propose a ~ree.-year program focused on almond growers but also reaching Conventional growers0f other
c̄~ops through.LFN and our media~mpaign. :

d.- Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

¯ CALFt~D h~ made a $660,000 investment~ in the BIOS approach to farm mangement. Thisinv~stm~nc
has allowed CAFF to establish conclusively that BIOS methodologies for pesticide elimination actually work..
But ~he next step, widespread acceptai4ce and application of biological techniques, must still be taken. CAFF’s
workwill lead to the massive reduction inaq~tic habitat stressors from agricultural sourceL

e. BUdset Costs and Third Party Impacts.                              .-

¯ Weare askingCALFED fora total of.$1,681,056 over three years: $472;425 in year 1, $803,181 in year.2/.
and $405,450 in:y~ar 3. Reduction or elimination ofthe targeted chemicals will resu!..tin enhanced habitat for a-~
large variety of aquatic species. Inaddition, the general quality of the physical environment for people will be
enhanced becauseof the greater diversity of Species, the-elimination ofdanger0~ chemicals fromsurface and
ground waterand cleaner air.
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f.~, plica’nt Quall.fications                   .    " ...... ..

¯ Wiih ihnding from a variety of leading public and. private envkonifiental organizations, indudino~CALFED,
’ �-kFFhas been 0~e.ra.ti~g a.~ariety 0f firmeri~ppoit ~r0grams for [he lasttwen~ years. In r¢cen(Vears,

has been recognized forour en~iironmental work through BIOS"~nd LFN. Our staff ai~d volunteers" have been
participants in some of the majoralternafivelfarming initiatiyes m.thelstat¢ of C, aliforma. With overo0 ,    .
profession£s on staff, CAFF has consistendy led thefarming community in p)omoting andadopting sustainable
practices, and we enjo~~ excellent W0rl~ing rditionshipSwith insfitutions stich ~s UnitedStat~s Depa~ment of
Agriculture,University of Calif0rniaCooperativeExtensi°n, the Uniti:d StatesEnvironmental., ¯...     . Protection..        : Agency-. ¯

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation ¯ ’... ..... ¯                        ¯    -

CKFF will engagethe Calif~rriia Institute forRuralStudi.es (CiRS) tom0nk0r reductions inpesticide usein.
the subject �oui~tiesl The ¯State. ~[Califomia.,will provid~ the pesticide.use reporting data base for the counties,¯
¯ add. ~eadings will b~ ~ken at:the beginning, during and,at .the.end¯0f th.¢ iir°ieCt"fime period:.Gt.owerisurve~s and
other media,based research.techniques ~ill also be used~0-:.documentpes.t reduction.      ... -

h, Lo¢al sUppo~i/C;ordi~atio,n ~ith: other .Prosrams/Compatibility With C~LFED .... ’

¯ . CAFF hasspe~t the. las£.four y’ < in,ing the .onirid =.and ~upportof local farmers, farmorganlzations
(includingr~e Farm Bureau), local¯ communib/leadeis and elected officiO, and a wide variety 0fstate agency "
personne! in thd target counties. Many of these people hasie partidpated:in LFN meetings ~:.speakers
Varie,~¯ of BIOS farm tours ~nd events: The. success or BIOS ;~d Simi.la!iprograms have res~ted in. a .r .e-~. essment

¯ ot"the assumpuons orcnermcm..agr,ctum. ~¢. ,) FF¯ ¯ ~" . w~’" - - " ¯

restoration objecti~yes .and the rqiener~tionof-our ~ecious water and habitat resource..             .
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